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TEACHINGS OF SHREE M.
— how to live joyfully
in household life

Shree Ramakrishna had prepared Shree M., or Shree
Mahendranath Gupta, an ideal householder. Shree M.
followed the teachings of his guru in his life and also made
his disciples to follow them to enjoy eternal joy and
happiness. Below are few excerpts from : M., the Apostle
& the Evangelist, Volume 1, pinpointing the techniques that
he taught to devotees who flocked to him. He instructed
them to keep their minds in God, and also taught them how
to lead a life in the world when you have to deal with so
many different kinds of personalities.

1. Repeat God’s name like tick-tick of a clock
— 27 March 1923, Chapter 15

“Repetition of God’s name should be constant — like the tick-
tick of a watch. No movement of the lips, just mental japa. In
between all works, whenever the leisure, it should be spent in

Jjapa

If one postpones japa until all other work is finished, it
will never be possible. There is no end to work — it comes,
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one thing after another. This will continue. I will bathe when
the sea is calm — just as this is not possible, it is similarly not
possible to worship after one has finished all other work. So
one should find time to worship in between work. —You have
put rice on to boil — now repeat His name. If you have a little
more time, enter the shrine and perform japa there. —You
are going somewhere, practice japa on the way. Practicing
this way, repeating His name between worldly duties, you
will succeed. Why did Thakur say this? He is the world-
preceptor. He taught it for the good of humanity. Our worldly
duties leave us little time, so in whatever circumstances we
are, in every condition, repeat His name.

The skill of how to renounce work or shorten it has
also been shown by him.

2. Establish a relationship with God
— 27 March 1923, Chapter 15

“Thakur asked everyone to establish a relationship with Him,
such as that of shdnta [the attitude of calmness], ddsya [the
attitude of a servant and master]|, sakhya [the attitude of a
friend to a friend], vdtsalya [the attitude of a mother to her
child], and madhura- [the attitude of a husband and wife]. So
it becomes easy.

Christ talked about the relation of the Father and Son,
Thakur that of the Mother and Son.

“The rishis, Sanaka and Sanatana, embraced
shdantabhdva, Hanuman, ddsya: ‘I am the servant of Rama.’
King Guhaka and the cowherd boys saw Him as a friend.
Yashoda, Kaushalya and Nanda practiced vdtsalya-bhdva,
God-is-my-son attitude. The gopis, on the other hand, followed
the path of madhura--bhdva. Bhagavan is our husband — this
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idea. Christ said that God is his father and he His son. In the
end he said, ‘I and my Father are one.’ (St. John 10:30). Thakur
said, ‘Mother, You are mother and I am son.” Again the practice
of jnana -yoga — I am Brahman, Tattvamasi [Thou Art That,
you are God].

“As long as separateness from God exists, there is
sorrow, there is the cycle of birth and death — svddu pippala™
[eats the fruit with relish] — in other words, the embodied
being feels happiness and sorrow. When it becomes one with
Him, this very being becomes divine, or jiva becomes Shiva.
Then bliss, nothing but bliss and happiness— happiness which
is never followed by sorrow, one unbroken happiness. This is
the summum bonum of life, the greatest ideal of human life.
It is called by various names: God-realization, Brahman-
-realization, seeing God, Self-realization and all that. But the-
substance is one.”

3. Five good habits of daily life
— 26 March 1923, Chapter 14

“Thakur could not keep his loin-cloth on. He was always in
samadhi; but he would enquire whether there was sufficient
oil in the container. He kept a particularly keen watch on these
few things:

“First of all, cleanliness and tidiness. As a common rule
people are unclean because of habitual laziness. How many
persons forget their bodies by thinking on God? Without
cleanliness and tidiness, God cannot be invoked. Both internal
and external purity are necessary.

“Second, there should be no waste. People waste so
many things. He could not bear it. Once at Cossipore, when

*  Mundakopanishad 3-1-1.
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six pieces of lemon had been cut instead of only one for him,
he reacted critically, “What toil the devotees have to undergo
to earn money! And it is with their money that we are being
served. Why should it be wasted? He added, ‘It’s better to be
a miser than a spend-thrift.” As a matter of fact, both are
undesirable, but it is better to be miserly than to be wasteful.
Many people waste rice and other food at mealtime. He did
not like it. You should keep some for a dog; otherwise, you
should take only as much as you need. Nothing should be
wasted.

“Third, he could not bear to see torn or dirty clothes.
He said, ‘Wearing patched clothes, one becomes poor.’

“Fourth, disorderly habits — for example, putting things
in wrong places. Every-thing should be put in its proper place
and artistically.

“Fifth, cooking one’s own food. He said, ‘The bhaktas
who carry on spiritual practices must boil their own rice and,
first offering it to God, eat it.” In this way he is no longer
dependent on others, nor is there any loss of satva.”

4. Continuous Worship and Remembrance
— 26 March 1923, Chapter 14

“He taught under all conditions to worship. Nothing can be
neglected: in all matters, of food or recreation, or while
sleeping, moving or speaking — in everything, He should be
remembered. Then alone is there religion.

“People shout, ‘Religion! Religion!’ but is it so easy,
this religion?

“Place of living, house or home, everything should be
kept neat and clean, everything arranged nicely. Everywhere
His worship — no luxury. Luxury is different from cleanliness
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and tidiness or aesthetic and orderly arrangement. Be skillful
in every matter and offer everything to God. An idiot has no
religion, nor a careless person.

“It is a different matter if God takes away your body-
consciousness. Otherwise, one should follow the rule
mentioned above. The Gita says:

Anapekshah shuchirdakshah uddseeno gatavyathah,
Sarvirambhaparityigi yo madbhaktah sa me priyah.”

[He who is free from dependence, who is pure, able,
unconcerned, untroubled, renouncing every undertaking — he
who is thus devoted to Me, is dear to Me.]

“This is the ideal. See, it says that he who is dakshah
[able], and expert, anapekshah [free from dependence], who
does the work before him intelligently, who does not wait for
others to do or for others to ask him to do — who is beyond
this attitude; again uddseeno [unconcerned], therefore is
indifferent to benefit or loss — in other words, cares little for
his personal gain or loss and yet not careless — who is
sarvdrambhaparitydgi [renouncing every undertaking], but
who accomplishes in the best possible manner that work which
is before him (such a devotee is dear to Me). There is no
negligence in him. He is always up and doing — but he must
not start any new undertaking himself.”

5. Three Mantras of Thakur
— 23 March 1923, Chapter 11

“Thakur warned on three things— first, giving allowance;
second, hissing; and third, keeping aloof —

(1) 1is that one has to take a charitable view. Man is
composed of both good and evil — this should always

*  Bhagvad Gita 12:16.
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be kept in mind.

“one must show one’s edge to be able to exist in
this world; one has to show one’s mettle, otherwise
it becomes very difficult to survive. That has to be
done. But one must not sting or poison, so one must
hiss. Somebody has a business. To keep it running,
he will have to deal with people. He will need to
hiss. Remaining dumb or behaving like a sheep will
not do. He will have to hiss, he will have to threaten.
If you do not want to do this, you should retire under
a tree and repeat the name of Hari. But if you have
to live in the world, you must hiss.

“One of the devotees said to Thakur, ‘What a
nature I have! The cat takes away the fish from my
plate and I can do nothing to stop it’. Hearing this,
Thakur said in a firm voice, ‘Why should that be?
Only hit once. Surely it will not kill the cat.” The
devotee had thought that Thakur would appreciate
his attitude, but he responded just the opposite. It is
not called non-violence; it is deep famas, inertia.

“when you see too many faults in a man, salute him
from a distance, just as people do to the tiger-
Narayana. But salute you must, knowing it to be
Narayana. You must bow before the God in it, but
only by remaining at such a distance from it that it
cannot gulp you down.”

6. Make Children Brave

— 21 March 1923, Chapter 9

“It’s not good to be inconsistent. A doll of butter will not do.
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You have to stand up like a hero. The world is full of waves
of sorrow. You can only be saved if you face them bravely—
you have to be like the ‘bullock worth Rs. 75/-,” it won’t do to
be the ‘Rs.5/- bullock.” Everybody desires pleasure. Instead
of making butter-dolls of children in their childhood, make
them brave. ‘None but the brave deserve the best.””

7. Give a Turning to the Mind
— 1 April 1923, Chapter 20

“Everybody is looking for happiness but is not aware that the
greatest happiness lies in knowing one’s own Self. It is why
we run about. Husband, wife, son, wealth, all these give joy
to the Self, so they are dear. That very Self, that Atman, that
Own you must seek. This is what Yagyavalkya exhorted
Maitreyi.

“Thakur said, ‘Give a turning to the mind.” Turn the
mind with which you love your husband, your son, towards
Him - that is, towards your real Self, towards your Own.

Everything is One. Instead of loving the body, love your own
Self.

“By withdrawing the mind from relations and property
and directing it towards Him, all troubles end. You won’t have
to worry for so many — one continuous thought, like the current
of the Ganges from the Gomukhi to Ganga Sagar. Otherwise,
there is no end of troubles.

“Thakur said, ‘Life, youth, learning, all these have to
be surrendered to Him. Then you don’t have to worry so
much.””

Presentation : Nitin Nanda



36 TR - 2013

4

M. on Spiritual Life

The excerpts of this article have been taken from ‘M. the
Apostle and the Evangelist Part-I". M. is living in solitude—
in Mihijam— He has practiced throughout his life the
teachings of Thakur and is very clear in mind that who-so-
ever wants peace and joy in life, must follow this path. Let
us contemplate on some points one by one.

1
Spending Time in Solitude

One of the few teachings of Shree Ramakrishna to his devotees
was to spend some time in solitude. This precept of the Master
was observed by M. throughout his life and resulted in his
coming to Mihijam ashrama.

In Mihijam ashrama M. has devised a daily routine for
the ashrama. He says, “Finish your bath and meals as soon as
possible and engage yourself into divine contemplation.” He
expects meals to be over by 11 o’clock in the morning and
9 o’clock at night. M. himself teaches the brahmacharis the
Upanishads, the Gita, the Chandi, the Bhaagavata and the
Kathamrita, always at a fixed hour, and then sends them to
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distant solitary wilderness to meditate alone every morning
and afternoon.

Living with M. at the ashrama, some of the devotees
have even forgotten the existence of the outside world. The
ashrama is a world of bliss for them, where their minds freely
dwell on a higher spiritual plane. It is the result of the holy
company of M.— such a pure rishi.

2
Goal of human life and faith in God

“Thakur used to say, ‘The goal of human life is to see God. If
a person has not seen God, he has achieved nothing.’ This is
the ideal of life and the end of life. Leave it and all is useless.
God first — everything else later. Not the reverse: Everything
else first, and God later. Did he only say it? No, he himself
did it, and he made his intimate disciples do it. They put their
faith in his words. That’s why their lives became honey-sweet.
Others who are putting their faith in him are receiving their
share of it, too, and are receiving peace.

... “Thakur used to say about faith that it has its degrees
too. Just as someone has heard about milk, some others have
seen milk, and yet others have actually tasted milk. Each
experience is higher in succession. The only person who has
full faith is one who has tasted milk. Perfect is the faith of
avataras such as the Christ and Thakur.

“If you want to get rid of this world of pain, hold onto
Me. This is his message. This, he said only to his inner-
disciples. Not everybody could accept the command.”



38 TR - 2013

3
Company of Sadhus and Prayers

“Daily company of sadhus must be sought even at personal
inconvenience. And nature must be fought with the advice of
the guru. Regular contact with sadhus makes the mind calm.
When the mind is calm, everything is accomplished.

“...One must keep the company of the holy, and all
obstacles will vanish.”

4
Doing daily tasks rightly and Spiritual life

M. is teaching a brahmachari how to wash utensils. He
personally demonstrates how to finish the job quickly and
use less water.

“Water is not bought, and using it thoughtlessly or
wasting it is not right. Doing that, extravagance enters one’s
nature. It is true that you don’t have to pay for water, but
acting extravagantly causes an immense reaction on one’s
character.

“Thakur had an eye on everything. Devotees who went
to him were trained by personal demonstration. He used to
say, ‘He who can keep account of salt can also keep account
of sugar-candy.” A person who is slovenly, ever careless in
the simple tasks of daily life, will have difficulty progressing
in spiritual life. It is with this very mind that one reaches Him.
If there is insincerity or mistaken ideas in the mind, He cannot
be attained. Because he bought a pot* with a crack in it, Yogen
Swami (Swami Yogananda) was scolded badly by Thakur.

*  Karhai, meant for frying articles.
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He said to Yogen, ‘Is the shopkeeper Yudhishthira, a
personification of spirituality? He will, of course, try to sell
his trash. Why didn’t you examine it before bringing it here?
You have eyes in your head.” He was asked to go back then
and there and bring a new one in exchange.

“Someone had left Thakur’s umbrella at the Panchavati.
When he returned to Thakur’s room, Thakur asked him in a
tone of scorn, ‘His (Thakur’s own) clothes do not stay on his
body, but never does he commit such a mistake.’

“The whole life should be a spiritual life, all work
spiritual practice. Religious conduct for a while and contrary
conduct afterwards will not do. Whether eating, walking,
sleeping, dreaming, telling beads, concentrating, worshipping
or reading the scriptures, in every condition, the mind should
remain centered round one thought, one ideal: realization of
God.”

Practice of Meditation

“You must visit the sadhus in their serious moments, at the
time of meditation. Only then will a desire to do what they do
arise in the mind.

“The beginner has to practice dhyana and japa daily, at
a fixed time. Even if he has a thousand things to do, he must
sit every morning and evening for prayer.Practice makes
everything easy. Even five things can be done together. Thakur
used to say: One has to rise at three in the morning, if not, at
four. Four or five hours sleep, is that not enough? Rising at
such an early hour, one has to meditate. By meditating in the
Brahma-muhurtta, it becomes easy. This is the time of day
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when sadhus and realized souls meditate. A spiritual current
then flows.

Caring your food

“If one is not careful about food at night, he cannot rise
early. That’s why Thakur said: You may fill yourself to the
full, like gun-powder in cannon, during the day. But at night
you must only eat simple, light refreshment. In the house at
Shyampukur, I was told: ‘Read the Gita. There you will find
directions about measured food and activity. Food of yogis is
measured — neither too much nor too little, but simple and
substantial, easily digestible. At night, a very light meal only.
Eating too much at night makes you drowsy and produces
laziness. The stomach rumbles, the mind is restless, the chitta
(feeling) is disturbed and concentration is lost, unhappiness
results.

Turmoil in life

Pulin Mitra, a devotee of the Belur Math has come to Mihijam
Ashrama. Pulin, faced with an undesirable worldly situation,
has been a prey to anxiety. He says, “Master Mahashay! Why
does Thakur give us such trouble?” M. replies, “If there is no
stormy water, a person cannot become a proficient sailor.
Everyone is a pilot in a calm sea. Hence the necessity of
turmoil in life. Through these trials lies the path of Truth.
Look at those who have become great in life. They have had
to pass through innumerable difficulties. A life of plain sailing
is the seat of weakness. Whoever God wishes to raise, He
throws into troubles. Makaradhvaja (Ayurvedic medicine)
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can be made only if it is burnt in hot flames of fire. The wave
of danger makes a person stronger. Incidents in the life of the
Guru and of others like him should be studied minutely and
contemplated — think of the trials and tribulations they passed
through — then automatically one’s mental power and strength
will increase.

“Swami Brahmananda performed so many austerities.
Begging bits of bread to maintain his existence, soaking these
bits in water in the morning and eating them at night. Only
passing through these waves of life could he become great.
He had constantly heard from Paramahamsa Deva, ‘My son,
the sole aim of life is God-realization.Without it, life is in
vain.’

“In front of us lies the rough sea of the world, in the
middle is the boat of the guru’s command and in the end is
God-realization.”

These are a few points a sadhak must follow so that he
remains calm even in this world of sorrows and ultimetly
travels towards bliss, the neverending bliss.

Presentation : Suneel Bansal
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Each is Great in his
Own Place

(from Swami Vivekanand’s
Karmayog)

Life of a householder is often filled with troubles and
turmoils. Sometimes it becomes a hell. One starts thinking
that he can never get peace and joy in life and cannot be of
any use for the society. He starts comparing his life with
that of a sanyasin who according to this aggrieved
householder lives joyfully in the world and can render
greater service to the humanity. But on the contrary our
scriptures proclaim that a householder or a sanyasin— each
is greater in his own place. Each can render equal service
to the society. Each can live happily and joyfully if he
performs his duty well.

Shree Ramakrishna has demonstrated this fact in his
own life as he has lived the life of both a householder and a
monk. And then for further demonstration and for the
welfare of the humanity at large, he trained his two deserving
disciples— M. as a householder sanyasin and Narendra—
Swami Vivekanand as a true Sanyaasin.

In this article Swamiji strengthens this point by
illustrating two stories :

The life of every individual, according to the Hindu scriptures,
has its peculiar duties apart from what belongs in common to
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universal humanity. The Hindu begins life as a student; then
he marries and becomes a householder; in old age he retires;
and lastly he gives up the world and becomes a Sannyasin.

To each of these stages of life certain duties are attached.
No one of these stages is intrinsically superior to another. The
life of the married man is quite as great as that of the celibate
who has devoted himself to religious work. The scavenger in
the street is quite as great and glorious as the king on his throne.
Take him off his throne, make him do the work of the scavenger,
and see how he fares. Take up the scavenger and see how he
will rule. It is useless to say that the man who lives out of the
world is a greater man than he who lives in the world; it is
much more difficult to live in the world and worship God than
to give it up and live a free and easy life.

The four stages of life in India have in later times been
reduced to two — that of the householder and of the monk.
The householder marries and carries on his duties as a citizen,
and the duty of the other is to devote his energies wholly to
religion, to preach and to worship God.

The householder is the basis, the prop, of the whole
society. He is the principal earner. The poor, the weak, the
children and the women who do not work — all live upon the
householder; so there must be certain duties that he has to
perform, and these duties must make him feel strong to
perform them, and not make him think that he is doing things
below his ideal.

Going after wealth in such a case is not bad, because
that wealth is for distribution. The householder is the centre
of life and society. It is a worship for him to acquire and spend
wealth nobly, for the householder who struggles to become
rich by good means and for good purposes is doing practically
the same thing for the attainment of salvation as the anchorite



Each is Great in his Own Place 45

does in his cell when he is praying; for in them we see only
the different aspects of the same virtue of self-surrender and
self-sacrifice prompted by the feeling of devotion to God and
to all that is His.

The householder by digging tanks, by planting trees on
the roadsides, by establishing rest-houses for men and animals,
by making roads and building bridges, goes towards the same
goal as the greatest Yogi.

... “If the householder dies in battle, fighting for his
country or his religion, he comes to the same goal as the Yogi
by meditation,” showing thereby that what is duty for one is
not duty for another. At the same time, it does not say that this
duty is lowering and the other elevating. Each duty has its
own place, and according to the circumstances in which we
are placed, we must perform our duties.

One idea comes out of all this — the condemnation of
all weakness. This is a particular idea in all our teachings
which I like, either in philosophy, or in religion, or in work.
If you read the Vedas, you will find this word always repeated
— fearlessness — fear nothing. Fear is a sign of weakness.
A man must go about his duties without taking notice of the
sneers and the ridicule of the world.

If a man retires from the world to worship God, he must
not think that those who live in the world and work for the
good of the world are not worshipping God: neither must those
who live in the world, for wife and children, think that those
who give up the world are low vagabonds. Each is great in
his own place.

This thought I will illustrate by a story:

A certain king used to inquire of all the Sannyasins that came
to his country, “Which is the greater man — he who gives up
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the world and becomes a Sannyasin, or he who lives in the
world and performs his duties as a house holder?” Many wise
men sought to solve the problem. Some asserted that the
Sannyasin was the greater, upon which the king demanded
that they should prove their assertion. When they could not,
he ordered them to marry and become householders. Then
others came and said, “The householder who performs his
duties is the greater man.” Of them, too, the king demanded
proofs. When they could not give proofs, he made them also
settle down as householders.

At last there came a young Sannyasin, and the king
similarly inquired of him also. He answered, “Each, O king,
is equally great in his place.” “Prove this to me,” asked the
king. “I will prove it to you,” said the Sannyasin, “but you
must first come and live as I do for a few days, that I may be
able to prove to you what I say.” The king consented and
followed the Sannyasin out of his own territory and passed
through many other countries until they came to a great
kingdom. In the capital of that kingdom a great ceremony
was going on. The king and the Sannyasin heard the noise of
drums and music, and heard also the criers; the people were
assembled in the streets in gala dress, and a great proclamation
was being made. The king and the Sannyasin stood there to
see what was going on. The crier was proclaiming loudly that
the princess, daughter of the king of that country, was about
to choose a husband from among those assembled before her.

It was an old custom in India for princesses to choose
husbands in this way. Each princess had certain ideas of the
sort of man she wanted for a husband. Some would have the
most handsome man, others would have only the most learned,
others again the richest, and so on. All the princes of the
neighbourhood put on their bravest attire and presented
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themselves before her. Sometimes they too had their own criers
to enumerate their advantages and the reasons why they hoped
the princess would choose them. The princess was taken round
on a throne, in the most splendid array, and looked at and
heard about them. If she was not pleased with what she saw
and heard, she said to her bearers, “Move on,” and no more
notice was taken of the rejected suitors. If, however, the
princess was pleased with any one of them, she threw a garland
of flowers over him and he became her husband.

The princess of the country to which our king and the
Sannyasin had come was having one of these interesting
ceremonies. She was the most beautiful princess in the world,
and the husband of the princess would be ruler of the kingdom
after her father’s death. The idea of this princess was to marry
the most handsome man, but she could not find the right one
to please her. Several times these meetings had taken place,
but the princess could not select a husband. This meeting was
the most splendid of all; more people than ever had come to
it. The princess came in on a throne, and the bearers carried
her from place to place. She did not seem to care for any one,
and every one became disappointed that this meeting also was
going to be a failure. Just then came a young man, a Sannyasin,
handsome as if the sun had come down to the earth, and stood
in one corner of the assembly, watching what was going on.
The throne with the princess came near him, and as soon as
she saw the beautiful Sannyasin, she stopped and threw the
garland over him. The young Sannyasin seized the garland
and threw it off, exclaiming, “What nonsense is this? [ am a
Sannyasin. What is marriage to me?”” The king of that country
thought that perhaps this man was poor and so dared not marry
the princess, and said to him, “With my daughter goes half
my kingdom now, and the whole kingdom after my death!”
and put the garland again on the Sannyasin. The young man



48 TR - 2013

threw it off once more, saying, “Nonsense! I do not want to
marry,” and walked quickly away from the assembly.

Now the princess had fallen so much in love with this
young man that she said, “I must marry this man or I shall
die”’; and she went after him to bring him back. Then our
other Sannyasin, who had brought the king there, said to him,
“King, let us follow this pair”; so they walked after them, but
at a good distance behind. The young Sannyasin who had
refused to marry the princess walked out into the country for
several miles. When he came to a forest and entered into it,
the princess followed him, and the other two followed them.
Now this young Sannyasin was well acquainted with that
forest and knew all the intricate paths in it. He suddenly passed
into one of these and disappeared, and the princess could not
discover him. After trying for a long time to find him she sat
down under a tree and began to weep, for she did not know
the way out. Then our king and the other Sannyasin came up
to her and said, “Do not weep; we will show you the way out
of this forest, but it is too dark for us to find it now. Here is a
big tree; let us rest under it, and in the morning we will go
early and show you the road.”

On that tree a little bird and his wife and their three
little ones lived in a nest. This little bird looked down and
saw the three people under the tree and said to his wife, “My
dear, what shall we do? Here are some guests in the house,
and it is winter, and we have no fire.” So he flew away and
got a bit of burning firewood in his beak and dropped it before
the guests, to which they added fuel and made a blazing fire.
But the little bird was not satisfied. He said again to his wife,
“My dear, what shall we do? There is nothing to give these
people to eat, and they are hungry. We are householders; it is
our duty to feed any one who comes to the house. I must do
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what I can, I will give them my body.”” So he plunged into the
midst of the fire and perished. The guests saw him falling and
tried to save him, but he was too quick for them.

The little bird’s wife saw what her husband did, and
she said, “Here are three persons and only one little bird for
them to eat. It is not enough; it is my duty as a wife not to let
my husband’s effort go in vain; let them have my body also.”
Then she fell into the fire and was burned to death.

Then the three baby-birds, when they saw what was
done and that there was still not enough food for the three
guests, said, “Our parents have done what they could and still
it is not enough. It is our duty to carry on the work of our
parents; let our bodies go too.” And they all dashed down
into the fire also.

Amazed at what they saw, the three people could not of
course eat these birds. They passed the night without food,
and in the morning the king and the Sannyasin showed the
princess the way, and she went back to her father.

Then the Sannyasin said to the king, “King, you have
seen that each is great in his own place. If you want to live in
the world, live like those birds, ready at any moment to
sacrifice yourself for others. If you want to renounce the world,
be like that young man to whom the most beautiful woman
and a kingdom were as nothing. If you want to be a
householder, hold your life a sacrifice for the welfare of others;
and if you choose the life of renunciation, do not even look at
beauty and money and power. Each is great in his own place,
but the duty of the one is not the duty of the other.

Presentation : Sandeep Nagia
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