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*Dr. Moreno (to Sri M.) — Vedanta can not find
God — what does it mean realy?
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M. — Vedanta means, the Upanishads. The
Upanishads aim at the knowledge of the Brahman or
God. The study of the Vedanta or the scholarship thereof
alone can not find God. This is the meaning of this
statement.

In other words, ssmply intellect can not fathom
God, athough it is required in the beginning. Faith,
faith in the words of the Guru like a child, has in the
words of its mother, lone can revea God, not learning.
Because He is beyond all senses. Beyond dl intellection
— Vakyamanatita.

It isin this sense that Christ declares — 'unless ye
be born again, ye can not enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven.' To 'be born again’, means to plunge oneself in
deep Sadhana or spiritual practices, believing in the
words of the Guru and the Sastras.

The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad very aptly illustrates
this point in the story of Narada and Sanatkumar. Narada
became almost the embodiment of scholarship, and yet
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he could find no peace. The Maharshi Sanatkumar
advised him thus — "Give up al your studies and
learning, practise meditation and discrimination. You
have so far known the meaning of words only and
certainly not the spirit behind them."

Sri Ramakrishna also stressed upon this point when
he said — 'The notations of the instrumental music
have to be brought on in hands.'

Again, study can not reveal God — not even
practice. But His Grace alone can reveal Him to men.
This is the significance of this utterance — 'Vedanta
can not find God.'

So, the Rishis giving up al other engagements,
retired into solitude and engaged themselves whole-
heartedly in sadhana and prayer for His Grace to reved
Himself unto them.

Christ also retired into the forests for forty days
and forty nights. During this period God reveaed
Himself unto him and commissioned him to preach the
Gospdl.
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Dr. Moreno — The Vedanta Darshan has been the
backbone of the Indian Culture.

M. —The Vedanta Darshan or philosophy is one
thing, and the Vedanta is another thing.

The systematic interpretation of the Vedanta, that is,
the Upanishads by the sage Vyasa. There are many
apparent contradictory statements in the Upanishads.
The sage Vyasa reconciled them in his famous treaty
named the Vedanta Darshan in several hundred
aphorisms.

Correctly speaking, not the Vedanta Darshan, but the
Vedanta or the Upanishad, is the backbone of the Indian
culture.

Upon Brahmanan stands this gigantic superstructure
of the Indian culture.

Man is divine — upon this truth stands India with
its hoary civilization and culture.

To testify this divine origin of man, Sri Ramakrishna
became the Babe Eternal of the Mother Eterna of the
universe, as did Christ become the Son Eterna of the
Father Eternal.
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Dr. Moreno — In what sense, does the Indian
philosophy differ from the western philosophy?

M. — The Indian philosophy is based on direct
perception of God. So it is caled darshan, that is,
seeing — visualising. Among the ancient Greek
philosophers, some appear to have approached God
before giving out their philosophy.

But the modern philosophy of the west is entirely
inferential in nature. It is the product of the senses and
intellect.

In India a philospher is first a Rishi, that is, a God
realised man. Then second, when he gives out to the
world the benefit of his unique experience in arationa
language, he is called a philosopher. It is why here
philosophy and religion are the same thing. Philosophy
in practice is religion.

Kant says — God is unknown and unknowable. But
St. Paul says — Him | declare unto you. And Christ
says — The son knoweth the Father. Again : | and my
Father are one.
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The modern western philosophy is not based on
revelation. So, it is not practised. It is born in the
intellect. The Indian philosophy is born in intuition or
the direct perception of God. So, it is based on Truth,
the Truth of all truths. Even the Jain philosophy and the
Buddhist philosophy which do not recognise the
authority of the Vedanta are based on the direct
perception of the Ultimate Truth.

Dr. Moreno — Sri Ramakrishna was illiterate and
yet al learned men of histime sat at his feet to learn
more.

M. (with a broad smile ) — Yes, about Christ the
doctors of religion said : Is not this carpenter's son?
Whence then hath this man all these things? Never man
spake like this man, for he taught them as one having
authority.

God is al-knowledge. When a man becomes one
with Him he never lacks it. If God makes him His
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instrument to propagate His message, he is given endless
supply of knowledge.

And when He speaks through the mouth of His
incarnations, they get the utmost supply. For He and
His incarnations are one.

Dr. Moreno — | think, there are grades in the
incarnations. Buddha, | take to be the greatest.

M. — All are the same!
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